134          " PEACE WITHOUT INDEMNITIES . . ."

Even the situation in Courland and Lithuania has become very
uncertain as a result of the Declaration of December 25. ... We
were entirely surprised by the Declaration. I am bound to ascribe
the hitherto unsatisfactory political and economic results [of the
peace negotiations] to the pliancy of our diplomacy towards our
allies and our enemies. . . . Judging by my impressions from Brest
the German representatives appeared to be more diplomatic than
resolute. ... It was frank surrender !

In the Polish question, Your Majesty has been graciously pleased
to give the opinion of General Hoifmann preference over mine and
that of General LudendorfE. General Hoifmann is my subordinate
and has no responsibility in political matters. The events of January
2 have made the most painful impression on General Ludendorff
and myself, and have shown us that Your Majesty disregards our
opinion in a matter of vital importance for the existence of the
German Fatherland. . . .

It is Your Majesty's noble right to decide. But Your Majesty will
not ask that honest men, who have loyally served Your Majesty and
the Fatherland, should cover with their authority and their names
actions in which they could not participate from inward conviction.
... My position and that of General Ludendorff must be immaterial
where exigencies of State are concerned.1

This letter, the origin of which lies clearly with Luden-
dorff, was a direct challenge to the authority of Wilhelm II,
both as All-Highest War Lord and as King of Prussia.
It showed to how great a degree the Supreme Command
considered itself the deciding power within the Empire.
They regarded their responsibility as covering every
question which could remotely affect " the existence of the
German Fatherland ". Supreme dictatorship could not go
farther.

The Emperor dared not resist. In the main issue of
responsibility he did make some feeble protest, urging the
Supreme Command to leave politics to the Government and
to concentrate on their own task of winning the war, but
in the matter of the peace negotiations he surrendered
abjectly. In answer to Hindenburg's letter the Imperial
1 Ludendorff, The General Staff and its Problems, ii. 524-528.